


 David Cedarholm Town engineer in Durham, NH gave an 

excellent presentation to MGC on the need for and ease of 

creating a rain garden.  

September 2009 



 A way to protect one of our most important resources – WATER 

 Its purpose is to reduce the amount of storm water entering our rivers, 

lakes and streams unfiltered through storm drains. 

 It allows the water to be filtered slowly through the gardens plantings 

and into the soil. 

 Thereby cleaning the water of pollutants before it enters the storm drains and 

waterways. 

 It is also a natural, beautiful area that will attract birds and butterflies. 



  

 

“The Mountain Garden Club is dedicated to 
promoting horticultural education, civic 
beautification, and conservation through 
volunteerism and friendship in the Mount 
Washington Valley.” 



After construction of their beautiful new building, the side of the property 

was clearly an “eyesore” and had no place for non-filtered “run off” to go 

from the roof and paved areas. 



 Ralph Lutjen agrees to chair the project 

 Ralph draws up rain garden design and works up a budget 

 MGC Board approves funding ($3500) the project with hope of 

securing some sponsorships and grants 

July - October 2010 

Perennial Suggestions: 

 
Rubdeckia hirta- Black-eyed Susan 
Echinacea pururea- Purple Coneflower 
Liatrus spicata- Kobold Grayfeather 
Asclepias tuberose- Butterfly Weed 
Hermerocallis hybrids- Hybrid Daylilies 
Phlox subulata- Emerald Cushion Blue 
Aster novae-angliae- Purple Dome N.E. Aster 
Tradescantia virginiana- Spiderwort 
Dianthus gratianopolitanus ''Firewitch''- Dianthus 
Lobelia cardinalis - Cardinal Flower 
 
 
Shrub Suggestions: 

Cotnus sericea- Redosier Dogwood- 3 ft. o.c. 
Illex glabra nana- Dwarf Inkberry- needs to be clipped occasionaly 
Viburnum acerfolium- Mapleleaf Viburnum -3 ft. o.c. 
Viburnum dentatum- Arrowwood- 4 ft. o.c. 
Hydrangea macrophylla Bailmer - Endless Summer Hydrangea- 2.5 ft. o.c. 
Weigela florida - Red Prince Weigela – 4 ft. o.c. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original 

Plant list 

Original 

Design 



 Grants and sponsorships are sought from community 

 

Clean Air - Cool Planet for educational sign 

Pequawket Foundation for plantings 

Coleman and Son for gravel and rocks 

McSherry’s for plantings 

Rock n Waters for landscaping assistance 

Russell Lanoie for mulch 

 

 

January - March 2011 



May 2011 



June 2011 

The gravel is brought in and 

garden areas are put into 

place from Ralph’s design 

with the help of some heavy 

machinery (and manual labor) 



June 2011 

MGC volunteers and friends 

of Children Unlimited  

make it happen 



June 2011 



June 2011 



June 2011 



July 2011 



August 2011 

Work done by  

Gregg Bossart of 

Rock n Waters 





November 2011 

Work done by Jessie Martin 

and Caleb Eshbach of 

Total Property Maintenance 
(with some help from Ralph) 

Pannier Corporation 

supplies the sign funded by  

Clean Air – Cool Planet 



December 2011 



May 2012 



June 2012 



July 2012 



July 2012 



Cash Outlay 

Plantings $ 1242 

Landscape Materials & Misc $   601 

Labor $ 2538 

Sign $ 1241 

Total Expenses $ 5622 

Volunteer Hours and Free Products/Services $ 4200 

Total Project Value $9822 

Grants 

Cool Air-Clean Planet $ 1100 

Pequawket $   985 

Total Grants $ 2085 

NET PROJECT cost to MGC $ 3537 



July, 24th  2012 





August, 24th  2012 



Dilber Chavarria Angulo 

 

Rock n Waters 

Greg Bossart 

Julie Irish 

 

McSherry’s Garden Center 

Sue Moran 

Pequawket Foundation 

Nancy McClenna - Kathleen Head 

Total Maintenance 

Jessie Martin 

August, 24th  2012 



August, 2012 



 Beautification of a landscaping eye sore 

 Conservation of our most precious resource WATER 

 Education of the community on the benefits of Rain Gardens 

AND 

 Added value to the home of Children Unlimited 

 Inspired community cooperation by actions not just words 

 Prepared the community for more cooperative type ventures 

 Created relationships with sponsors, grantors and vendors 

 Enhanced the image of the MGC beyond just another pretty face 




